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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1 . This communication is in response to the Request for Continued Examination 
(RCE) amendment received on October 24, 2006. 

Claims 1-1 1 have been cancelled 

Claims 12-22 have been withdrawn from examination 

Newly added claims 23-33 are pending further examination. 

The New Grounds of Rejection 
Applicant's amendment and arguments received on August 25, 2006 have been fully 
considered, however they are deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 23-3$ are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nicholls et al. y (Nicholls) U.S. Patent No. 6,363,414. and in view of Janacek et al., 
(Janacek) U.S. Patent No. 6,684,248. 
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4. As to claim 23, Nicholls teaches a method for communicating an online message 
to a recipient comprising the steps of: 

receiving an online communication at an online address corresponding to said 
recipient (col. 5, line 52 - col. 6, line 16, the user receives an e-mail at his/her e-mail 
address); 

determining an off-line delivery destination corresponding to said online address 
(col. 8, lines 11-26, if priority has been set for fax, page or telephony then e-mail is 
forward based on stored delivery destination ); 

converting said online communication to an appropriate format for off-line 
delivery (col. 3, lines 37-65, e-mail is converted to fax, pager or telephony format); 

delivering said converted online communication to said off-line delivery 
destination (see Fig. 2a, col. 4, lines 26-40). 

Nicholls does not explicitly indicate creating an online address for an off-line 
recipient without the knowledge of said recipient. 

Janacek teaches wherein new accounts are created dynamically by the system 
of the invention in response to a message addressed to an unknown user by sender 
who is a party to the network. In the operation of the method of the invention, messages 
from a network-party sender addressed to such an unknown user are deposited into a 
unique account created for the addressed recipient. That addressed recipient is notified 
via a non-network communication path that a message is stored and available to it, and 
is provided instructions for accessing a network address to retrieve its message (see 
abstract). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teaching of Janacek into the invention of Nicholls 
in order to automate the account creation process to lessen the burden on the user and 
to offer the user a more standardized set of user accounts. 

5. As to claim 24, Nicholls teaches the method of claim 23 wherein said step of 
determining an off-line delivery destination comprises the step of retrieving said off-line 
delivery destination from a database (col. 3, lines 45-50, col. 3, lines 60-65 and col. 4, 
lines 5-1 1 ). 

6. As to claim 25, Nicholls teaches the method of claim 23 wherein said off-line 
delivery destination comprises a facsimile machine (col. 3, lines 45-50). 

7. As to claim 26, Nicholls teaches the method of claim 23 wherein said off-line 
delivery destination comprises a telephone system ( col. 4, lines 5-11). 

8. As to claim 27, Nicholls teaches the method of claim 25 wherein said step of 
converting said online communication comprises converting said online communication 
into a facsimile format (col. 3, lines 37-50). 

9. As to claim 28, Nicholls teaches the method of claim 26 wherein said step of 
converting said online communication comprises converting said online communication 
into an audio format (col. 3, line 65 - col. 4, line 1 1 ). 

10. As to claim 29, Nicholls teaches the method of claim 23 wherein said online 
communication comprises an electronic mail message (see abstract). 

11. As to claim 30, Nicholls teaches the method of claim 23 wherein said online 
address comprises an electronic mail address (see abstract). 
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12. Claims 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nicholls et al., (Nicholls) U.S. Patent No. 6,363,414 in view of Janacek et al., 
(Janacek) U.S. Patent No. 6,684,248 and further in view of Kholer U.S. Patent No. 
6,192,396. 

13. Nicholls and Janacek teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Nicholls and Janacek do not explicitly teach grouping of recipients and associating the 
recipients with a professional group. 

Kholer teaches the present invention relates to an authoring system for 
computerized messages such as electronic mail, and specifically to an authoring system 
for computerized messages that can create messages containing recipient-specific 
content among a group of recipients such that all recipients do not receive the identical 
version of the message. Kholer teaches being able to send a message to the whole 
group and also recipient-specific messages intended to be seen only by a specific 
recipient. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teaching of Kohler into the invention on Nicholls 
in order to increase efficiency and reduce the transmission time. Senders are able to 
transmit a message to a group of recipient, without having to continuously add each 
recipients name to the TO field. 

14. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
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applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in its entirety as potentially teaching of all or 
part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the 
prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Shawki Ismail 
Patent Examiner 
December 9, 2006 




